Reflections for the 8 Days of Hanukkah
Day 1 ~ Love and Joy
Can you imagine the Creation of Light? No doubt the reality is far beyond our
imagination and vocabulary. Author, W. Paul Young attempts a description of it in his
book Eve. The girl, Lilly, is a witness to it.
Then a detonation. …Her neck craned toward the burst of light. It was instant
and continuous, overwhelming energy and information spreading outward. It
was color. It was song. It was joy and fire, and blood and water. It was voice singular and many, rising and thrusting, uniting with the void.
Chaos and matter collided, setting off sparks of playfulness and power,
creating energy, space and time. On the periphery, graceful spirit beings
applauded the display, their elation bursting from their palms like dazzling
water droplets, glimmering beads of perspiration, shining jewels.
The effect was an overwhelming cacophony, as harmony wrapped itself around
a central melody. [It was] a choreographed dance of being and belonging.
Around and through it all rippled …a magnificent laugh of raucous affection.

This is a brave attempt. His description conveys the joyous rapture of Creation. It
captures the fact that a creative Being is at work, rather than an impersonal, coldly
scientific “big bang” of random molecules. We will never know the wondrous fullness
of Creation, or the Creator, this side of eternity. However, as creative beings made in
His image, we do know the joys of color and light, music and harmony; the riches of
words, the peace of rest and the delight of love and belonging.
The central, set apart, candle on the hannukiah - the nine branched menorah we light
on Hanukkah - is called the Shammash, the Servant candle. It is lit first and then serves
to light the others. I like to compare the nine lights of the hannukiah to the nine fruit
of the Spirit found in Galatians 5:22. The first is Love. Love is the central characteristic
of our Father’s heart. From the depths of His great love, He gives. Likewise, the
Servant candle of Love gives light to the others.

For God so loved the world that He gave…1
As we light the first light of Hanukkah and see its pure and modest light glow in the
darkness, let us remember and give thanks for the wonder of Creation and that we
too can give expression to all the gifts God has placed within us, whereby we can
bless Him and one another. The greatest of these gifts is Love. May His light, love and
truth shine together as one in a burst of joy in our lives to illumine the lives of others.
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Day 2 ~ Peace - Shalom
Flowing from Creation, we have the gift of the special mitzvah (act of goodness) of
creating holy light. The first commandment to light the lights is given to Aaron the
High Priest, who is daily to keep the seven lamps of the golden menorah in the Holy
Place of the Tabernacle filled with pure olive oil and burning. The beautiful menorah
is a representation of the Word of God, the Tree of Life, and the Light and Truth it daily
and constantly brings into the darkness of the world.
Since the destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D., the Shabbat and Festival table in the
home, the place of fellowship and sustenance, came to represent the Holy Place of
the Temple. The candles reflect the Menorah, the challot the table of Showbread, the
fragrance of the food and the blessings the Altar of Incense and the wine, the joy and
holiness. Our homes become small sanctuaries of Shalom and His Presence is with us
in special ways on His holy days.

Now may the LORD of peace [the Sar Shalom]

himself give you peace at all times in every way. 2
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As we light the second light of Hanukkah let us give thanks that our Creator has
invited us to be creators with Him. He has called us to be “a kingdom of priests, a holy
nation” 3 and has given us the abilities to do so in order that His Name may be
glorified and His Kingdom extended on earth. May we be encouraged to participate
with Him more and more in this sacred calling.

Day 3 ~ Patience - Long-suﬀe"ng
Candlelight has a special beauty. It softly reminds us of the deeper beauty and the
power of God’s light. A movie star might have great external beauty but if his or her
face and eyes are cold and dead - not shining with the light of God’s love and joy then it is a very shallow and fleeting beauty. As we watch the lights of our hanukkah
growing steadily night by night, we can remember the beauty there is in patience and
long-suffering.
When we truly focus our attention and see the light, it brings healing to our eyes clarity to our vision. We see things with our physical eyes, and it’s good to be able to
see the reality of what is around us and to gain a clear perspective of the bigger
picture of world events. However, we also need to see with eyes of faith - to see things
as God sees them. His Word, His Spirit of holiness, and the spark of Himself that is
within us, help us gain vision to see beyond what is materially visible. We gain the
perspective of His eternal plan and begin to grow in understanding of His purposes
for our own life an for the Redemption of all mankind.

Exo. 19:6 3. Psa. 43:3 Picture: A creative hanukkiah set among the hills of Samaria /
Shomron
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Send your light and your truth; let them lead me; O Lord,
let them bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling! 4
Our hearts have a holy longing to see the beauty of all the Father has planned for His
Creation, for His children, for the world. The battle must be fought, the enemy
overcome, and we need to endure pain and sadness involved with patience and longsuffering. With the knowledge that, “…for those who love God all things work
together for good, for those who are called according to His purpose,” 5 we can
endure and keep our eyes focused on the same things God has His eyes set on and
press forward joyfully in His greater purposes.

Day 4

~ Kindness - Compassion

All the festivals in the cycle of the biblical Feasts have a purpose and meaning. On the
High Holy Days, as they are called, of Rosh HaShanah (The New Hebrew Year) and
Yom Kippur (The Day of Atonement) and on the first and last days of the weeks of
Pesach (Passover) and Sukkot (Tabernacles), in similar fashion to the weekly Shabbat,
we stop regular work and we meet with God in a special way. The comparison has
been made that we have been invited to join the King in His palace. We prepare,
dress festively, and are excited and happy to enter HIs Presence. It’s a joyous
celebration.

Exodus 19:6 Psalm 43:3 Picture: A creative hanukkiah set among the hills of Samaria /
Shomron
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During the month of Elul, on the other hand - the time we prepare our hearts in
repentance before the High Holy Days of Tishrei - the King leaves His palace and
comes to meet us out in the field. He disrobes of His royal, ceremonial garments and
approaches simply, in compassion and understanding of our human condition.
During Hanukkah, however, just as on Shabbat, the King bestows a special honour
and comes to visit us in our homes. It’s a home visit! He comes, not as a King, but as a
Father who loves us so much more. The kindness of a king is wonderful, and it fills his
subjects with gratitude, but the love of a father is so much deeper. It transforms and
builds up the life of a child like nothing else.
Our hearts and compassion go hand in hand. A heart of kindness enables one to see
the beauty of their Creator in another, to reach out in compassion and to touch the
life of another with encouragement and hope. The gentleness of compassion enables
the hidden gifts and dreams in the other to blossom in its light and to grow and
flourish. This is the Father’s love for us and is what our love for each other is meant to
be.
When we look into the heart,
May our eyes have the kindness
And reverence of candlelight.
~ John O’Donahue

The soul of man is the candle of G-d. 6
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Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach ( ז״ל- obm) tells a wonderful story that sheds the light of
kindness on the story of sibling rivalry between Cain and Abel.
Let’s look at the first two brothers in the world. What was the problem with
Cain and Abel? Imagine if Cain would have said to G-d, “It’s true that I am not
high enough to bring my sacrifice to You, but I’m so glad You received my
brother’s. How can I ever thank You for giving me a brother who is so holy.”
Do you know what would have happened? His sacrifice would have reached
even higher than Abel’s.
But, you know, friends, Abel was also imperfect. We can ask, “Abel, why are
you so happy that G-d received your sacrifice? Why aren’t you crying over your
brother’s sacrifice that was rejected? Why don’t you go to Cain and say, “I’m so
sorry that G-d didn’t receive yours.”
I’ll tell you something stronger. If Abel would have said to G-d, “Thank You very
much for receiving my sacrifice, but I don’t want You to take mine unless You
receive my brother’s also.” Do you know what would have happened? There
would have been redemption for the whole world. 7
Kindness and compassion could have prevented the first murder, and how different
the world could have been. This Hanukkah let us aim to restore God’s dream for us
and remember that even a little light of kindness dispels great darkness.

Day 5 ~ Goodness and Mercy

We are midway through our holy time of creating the lights of Hanukkah.
The fifth light reflects the beautiful light of goodness, which often is linked with mercy,
such as in the most well known and loved 23rd Psalm:
“Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life.”

The Soul of Chanukah - Teachings of Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach - Compiled by Rabbi Shlomo
Katz
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For with You is the fountain of life;
in Your light do we see light.8

The first description God Himself gave of His Creation was that it was tov - good and,
after man was created, tov me’od - very good! In Hebrew, goodness is referred to as
tov lev - a good heart.
The Sages of Israel say that the most important character trait one should aim to
acquire is a “good eye” - ayin tovah.9 This indicates that the eyes, how we see and
perceive things, have great power; not only in how that ‘seeing’ affects us but also
how it can affect others. A ‘good eye’ looks for the positive qualities in another, it
looks with compassion and finds the gold in the dust and brings that forth.
Being a teacher, I know how how important that is in the life of a student. If a teacher
has an ayin ra’ah - a bad eye, a weak student who is constantly criticized and put down
8

Psalm 36:9

9

Pirkei Avot - Ethics of the Fathers - 2:12

could stay bowed and broken forever. The same principle applies to parents, to
leaders, to anyone who has interaction with others. Are they seeing those involved
with a good, positive, loving and merciful eye - or not?
Again to quote Shlomo Carlebach, he asks:
What relates to the eye the most? Beauty. I can look at you and because of
how I look at you, you can be convinced that you have the ugliest face in the
world; but with an ayin tovah, you see beauty. I can look at a person with an
ugly face, but if I look at him with an ayin tovah, he can feel like the most
beautiful person in the world. 10
When we see others with a ‘good eye’ we see them as our Father sees them. He
created each of us to be beautiful and to be enjoying the beauty of His holiness - that
found in His Presence and in one another. That is the vision of Gan Eden, the Garden
of Eden - the dream. In His light we find the vision He has for each of us, of what we
can be in this world, as well as for eternity. Why do we often fail? Shlomo Carlebach
answers: “Because the world doesn’t usually help. Nobody really encourages or
dreams! On Hanukkah, however, [through the wonder of the dancing, glowing lights]
God gives me back my vision and my eyes begin to once again be connected to my
dreams.” And, I would add, to His! On Hanukkah we remember how our Father sees
us and we become beautiful again.

Day 6

~ Fai%fulness

Emunah is the Hebrew word for faith. The deeper meaning of the word is ne’eimanut faithfulness. Faithfulness is what grows in our character when we have faith in our
hearts. When we have true, heartfelt faith in God, it will be reflected in our actions. The
more intimately we know Him, the greater our faith becomes and the more
faithfulness will be exhibited in our lives. Our knowledge of God grows through the
gift of His Word - His Torah (His teaching). And also through the gift of His Living
Word, His Son and Messiah, Yeshua.

The Soul of Chanukah - Teachings of Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach - Compiled by Rabbi Shlomo
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In Yeshua we see the perfect representation of God’s Word in all its purity and light;
and we see the full expression of faithfulness to the will and ways of our Father in
Heaven.

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Messiah Yeshua.11

In the Torah we see Moses as the teacher; he receives the Word from God and gives it
to the people of Israel. He gave the knowledge of what God’s will is for people in
general. These are the laws of His Kingdom, as it were. They teach us the way a
person who honors His sovereignty should live in order to be a faithful subject and to
please Him.
There is another more intimate ‘knowledge’ we each need to have, however, which is
knowing what He wants for you personally. God, as our Father, has a special plan and
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purpose for each of His children - a particular, special something that only you can do
and nobody else. Moses was a great teacher for all Israel, but if someone wanted
personal connection and advice he would go to their other teacher, Aharon HaKohen,
Aaron the Priest.
The story of Hanukkah came about through a priestly family, the Maccabees. The faith
of each of the Israelites was being tested by the Greek rulers who were forcing the
people to bow and worship Caesar or forfeit their lives. The High Priest, Mattitiyahu,
and his five sons stood against them and gathered a small guerrilla army that
miraculously overcame the large and powerful Greek army and the occupiers were
expelled. The Maccabees cleansed and rededicated the Holy Temple. They lit the
golden menorah, which miraculously kept burning for eight days on one day’s
provision of oil while they prepared a fresh batch of pure olive oil. Mattitiyahu and his
sons were prompted by the Spirit of God and they knew what they needed to do;
what only they could do. Through their faithfulness, God was able to work the
miracles needed to gain the victory and to restore honor to His Name.
We can trust our High Priest, Yeshua, who “constantly makes intercession” for us
before the Throne of Grace. And we can “with confidence draw near …that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need”.12 We can find out our special
path and purpose and allow our little candle to shine its light for the Father’s glory.

Day 7 ~ Gentleness and Humility
A small deed done in humility is a thousand times more acceptable to G-d
than a great deed done in pride.
~ Orchot Tzaddikim (1540)
By the seventh night, the soft glow of the Hanukkah candles has increased in
brightness. In comparison to a harsh spotlight, however, the light remains gentle.
As we consider the fruit of gentleness of spirit, we can conclude that grows from
humility as opposed to the fiery quality of arrogance. Moses, who is considered the
most humble servant of God, warns the people of Israel about the dangerous result
of arrogance: “You became arrogant and you forgot the LORD your God.”13
12

Hebrews 4:16; 7:23

13

Deuteronomy 8:14

With humility and inner dignity come a gentleness of spirit.
A light that gleams gently and clearly into the hearts of others.

The wisdom of Proverbs describes: “All who harbor arrogance in their hearts are
abhorrent to the LORD” (16:5). This teaches that pride and arrogance begin inwardly,
in the heart. It is certain, however, that it will eventually be made evident outwardly
and be seen in a person’s attitudes and deeds.
Arrogance breeds the ugly trait of ingratitude. A person who is not satisfied with what
he has is not grateful to God for the many miracles and blessings He provides each
day. One thus forgets Him and further negative traits appear as the person tries to
build himself up. He belittles his perceived opponents to make himself more
important at their expense; he boasts of more credit than he is due; he flatters others
to impress them with his own position and to appear prominent. This so degrades a
person that the Talmud, Sotah, records, “If a person is arrogant, it is as though he
worships idols… and denies G-d and the Divine Presence laments over him.” Rabbi
Chanina adds, “G-d says of an arrogant person, ‘He and I cannot coexist in the
world.’”14
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The sin of pride an arrogance is so serious that the great scholar and teacher,
Maimonides, a defender of moderation in all things, exhorted:
Regarding some traits, moderation is actually prohibited; we just go to the
opposite extreme. Arrogance is an example. It is not recommended for us to
be simply modest. Rather, we must be of humble spirit. Therefore, the Torah
says Moshe was not just modest [humble], but exceedingly modest. Hence
Chazal [the Sages] commanded, “Be exceedingly humble.”15
How can one be exceedingly humble? What is true humility? The foundation of true
and healthy humility is a knowledge of your true worth. A great illustration of this
principle is given in the story of a genuinely holy and humble rabbi who always kept
two notes on him, one in each pocket. On one was written, “I am nothing but dust and
ashes” and on the other, “The whole world was created just for me.” Both are true.
Physically, man was created from dust and “to dust or ashes he will return.” On the
other hand, God breathes HIs breath of life into us and He loves each one of us as if
we are the only one in the world. So, when the rabbi faced personal discouragement
or failure, he would take out the second note and read of his value in God’s eyes. And,
when he felt unduly proud of of himself and people either heaped praise upon him or
slighted him, he would take out the first note.
We can humbly appreciate the genuine formation and encouragement of others, and
should offer the same whenever possible, but we cannot base our self worth on the
words or opinions of others. Humility does not mean putting oneself down, nor
meekly accepting when others put you down.
Interestingly, the renowned first chief Rabbi of Israel, Rav Abraham Isaac Kook (1865 1935), taught that humility is associated with a high degree of spiritual perfection. He
held:
“When humility effects depression it is defective. When it is genuine, it
inspires joy, courage, and inner dignity.”
With this humility and inner dignity come a gentleness of spirit. A light that gleams
gently and clearly into the heart of others. It does not flaunt itself in any way, whether
physically, with bodily attributes, or mentally, with intellectual knowledge, or in
abundance of wealth and riches. Rather, it receives each day in gratitude to God, the
Giver of all, and serves Him joyfully and lovingly with quiet dignity and calmness of
soul.
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The words of Moses to Israel, echoed in Micah 6:8 that concludes, “…to walk humbly
with your God,” sum up the daily life of humility.
“And now [this moment, this day] Israel, what does the LORD your G-d
require of you? Only that you fear [hold in holy reverence and awe] the LORD
your G-d, to walk in all His ways, to love Him [cleave, hold fast, like glue], to
serve the LORD your G-d with all your heart and with all your soul,and to keep
the commandments and statutes of the LORD, which I am commanding you
today, for your good.”

Day 8 ~ Self Control
The eighth and final night of Hanukkah has arrived and the hanukkah is ablaze with
light. The final fruit of the spirit also is the one that becomes the crowning glory, as it
were, once the others have bloomed and grown in our lives.
At Hanukkah, those who were faithful to the God of Israel engaged in a war with those
who worshipped idols and had desecrated God’s House and His Name. The
Maccabees [whose name in Hebrew is an acronym for: ?מי כמוך באלים יהוה
Mi kamocha b’elim Adonai? Who is like unto Thee among the gods Adonai?] gained a
miraculous victory and the Holy Temple was cleansed and rededicated and the Name
of God was glorified.

As wax melts before the ﬁre, so let the wicked perish
at the Presence of God.16

In this light we can consider our bodies as temples of God. “Or do you not know that
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? … So
glorify God in your body.”17
The war we fight lies within ourselves. The battle is against those things - negative
attitudes, sins of pride, laziness and selfishness, lusts of the flesh, etc., etc. - that
contaminate and desecrate our temples, making them less than what our Father God
ordained for them to be.
Even worse, they desecrate the holiness of His Name. We distance ourselves from
Him and, rather than blossoming in the goodness of His light, we wander deeper into
darkness.
In his seminal book, The Path of the Just, Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzatto describes:
When one thinks carefully, it is clear that true human perfection lies in being
deeply connected to God. This is what King David meant when he said, ‘As for
me, the only thing I consider to be good in life, is being close to God.’ … And
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anything else that people may imagine to be good is nothing but an illusion. …
God has placed people in a situation where there is an abundance of things
that threaten to distance a person from God. These are our physical desires
that if we allow ourselves to be ruled by them then we will be led away from
true goodness. Clearly, man is engaged in a war, a fierce battle.18
Rabbi Ben Zoma teaches in Pirkei Avot 4:1, “Who is strong? He who subdues his
personal inclination, as it is said, ‘He who is slow to anger is better than the strong
man, and a master of his passions is better than the conqueror of a city’ (Proverbs
16:32).” We need to gain the victory in our internal spiritual battle before we can
overcome the external battle, which at root also is spiritual. As the apostle Paul
informs: “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in
high places.”19 God, therefore, provides us with the spiritual armour for battle that we
need in order to stand our ground against the enemy of our souls and to overcome.
We must be robed with His truth, have righteousness in our hearts, feet ready to walk
in His paths of peace, a strong shield of faith, and a sure knowledge of salvation and
of the Word of God, which brings down the lies of the enemy.20
Human beings are unique in Creation. Plants and animals are homogeneous, i.e., they
are completely physical; they have a material body and an animal nature that reacts
instinctively to its environment. Human beings, however, while also having a physical,
biological body like animals, have an additional God-breathed neshama - a spiritual
soul. This elevates mankind as beings made in “the image and likeness of
God” (Genesis 1:26). We have the honor and the responsibility of reflecting His
image, of acting on His behalf, in the world around us. In our mission and desire to do
so, a problem presents itself. We discover that the body - guf - and the spirit neshama - are totally different, and herein lies the battle!
Lawrence Keleman points out: “The body and soul have fundamentally different
perceptions of reality, and relate to reality in profoundly different ways.”21 The
neshama has long-term [eternal] perspective, values kindness, wants to pursue
goodness, longs to serve and to relate to our Father in Heaven. The body is selfcentered and selfish. Its perspective only operates in the immediate short-term. It
wants whatever it wants and wants it now!
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In this battle between the physical, selfish ‘Self’ and one’s God-breathed spirit, we
face the difficulty that the physical ‘Self’ is loud and demanding; like a toddler who
sees something it wants and, if it isn’t satisfied immediately, screams and throws a fit!
The facts involved and the needs of others are of no consequence. The neshama, on
the other hand, speaks its wisdom in a gentle whisper - a “still,small voice.” The battle
does not seem fair! How can the sensitive spirit overcome the big bully of the body?
Just like at Hanukkah, we need a miracle! What can we learn from the beautiful,
gentle Hanukkah lights that can help the radiance of our own inner light ? What
lesson can help our spirit shine through with increasing brightness as the ‘Self’ learns
to live in harmony with the beauty and wisdom of the holiness of God’s Spirit within
us?
The first lesson we can learn is that we cannot win the battle in our own natural,
physical strength. We have to learn to let go and let God! We need to quieten the din
of our own voice, and that of the world around us, in order to hear His voice. The
prophet Elijah, after a great, miraculous triumph over the prophets of Baal ran in fear
and desperation, until he heard the still, small voice of God.22
We see also how, in 701 BC, when the enormous and powerful Assyrian army was
encamped around Jerusalem about to slaughter every in the city, the night before the
planned onslaught, “the angel of the LORD went out and all 185,000 Assyrian soldiers
died in their sleep.23 God’s intervention does not mean that we can sit back and do
nothing. We need first to hear His voiced instructions and then to do our par, while
trusting Him to do the rest according to His will.
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At Hanukkah the military miracle is considered minor in contrast with the miracle of
the one cruse of uncontaminated oil, usually sufficient to burn for one night, kept the
Menorah lamps burning for seven more days until the fresh, pure oil was prepared.
The Menorah and its light represent the Word and Spirit of God. Its seven lights shine
the truth of the seven Hebrew words of Zechariah:
Lo be’chayil u’lo ve’choach ki be’Ruchi - “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,”
says the LORD.
The Maccabees understood the true Source of their strength. After their victory they
did not hold a grand parade to vaunt their triumph and to boast their success.
Instead, they instituted the holiday of Hanukkah to remember the miracle of the
Menorah lights and the rededication of God’s House and their own lives. They
recognized God’s sovereign control of the natural world and affirmed that only He
enabled them to defeat the enemy.
At Hanukkah, therefore, we celebrate the defeat of a civilization that aimed to wipe
the God of Israel's Name from the world. And we rejoice in the fact of the reality of
HIs involvement in the history of man and in His intimate, personal involvement in
each of our lives.

~ Keren Hannah Pryor

