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JERUSALEM OF GOLD

The wonder and beauty of Jerusalem make a deep impression. The bustle,
the noise and the inevitable grime of any modern city, makes things look
quite natural. Then suddenly, as if a veil is gently pulled aside for a lingering
moment, one sees something of deep and breathtaking splendor. It’s a
beauty that is different than is found in any other beautiful city. A quality one
not only sees, but experiences with all one’s being. It is the revelation of a
miracle concealed in the seemingly mundane.
The rebirth of modern Israel and the re-establishment of Jerusalem as its
capital are, in themselves, a proclamation of the extraordinary. Israel's
existence shakes the complacently conventional and the established norms,
and confronts the world with the reality of the Word of God. Suddenly the
long-forgotten words of the ancient prophets—the “resurrection” of Ezekiel,
the “returns” of Isaiah and Jeremiah and the “redemption” of Zechariah—are
front-page news!

It’s a Meeting Place!
Jerusalem is a place of meeting. Here, in this city, heaven meets earth; the
past and the present meet with the future. Even in her Hebrew name,
Yerushalayim ()ירושלים, the ending of the word, ayim, denotes a matching
pair. For example raglayim ( )רגליםmeans “feet” and aynayim ( )עיניםmeans
“eyes.” Yerushalayim denotes that the city has a matching one—a heavenly
counterpart! That Holy City is where we will meet our coming Messiah, a day
when this fleeting life will meet eternity.
In the very meaning of her Hebrew name, the two unique and distinguishable
Hebrew words yireh (“ )יראהvision” and shalom (“ )שלוםpeace” are
combined. What vision is this that is combined with peace? It is one which is
central to all of her splendid themes—the one envisioned from before the
very Beginning and which will be fulfilled in radiance in this City of Peace
chosen by God for this very purpose—the establishing forever of the eternal
Dwelling Place of the Holy One of Israel! The prophet Zechariah encourages
us:
“Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for lo I come and will dwell in the
midst of you,” says the Lord. (2:10)
God’s Sanctuary will be established with powerful praise and unshakable
strength in His city, which is the heart of the universe—the City of the Great
King. There His throne will be set and the light of Zion will shine forth to the
nations, in the spirit of kindness and truth.
At the heart of Jerusalem is the Wall, built of huge Jerusalem stones. We
rejoice that the Jews finally have come home to that which has united their
hearts for centuries; to the place toward which, from the ends of the earth,
Jewish communities have turned their faces every day in prayer—the Kotel,
the “Western Wall”—the last fragment representing the Holy Temple in
Yerushalayim.

Stones, Gold and Light
Jerusalem is a city built with stones; stones that interact with light in a way
that causes them to reflect different shades of color depending on the
weather and the time of day. The hue of the stones changes from steel gray
on a cloudy day to bright white in the glare of the midday sun; and from the
soft pastels of early morning light or gentle twilight, to shimmering gold when
the light of the sunrise or sunset appears. It is the glory reflected in the last
that earned the city its name, “Jerusalem of Gold.” Biblically, gold is the metal
representing the kingly glory of God, and the radiance of His Presence.

This is, therefore, a fitting name for the city where He has chosen to place
His Name forever, and from where He will rule and reign over all the earth.
King Solomon, when he dedicated the first beautiful Temple in Jerusalem,
which he had built according to God’s specific instructions and plan, knew His
purpose for this His Dwelling Place on earth and the vision of promise it
contained, and he proclaimed:
… that all the peoples of the earth may know Your Name and fear
Thee, as do Thy people Israel, and that they may know that this House
which I have built is called by Thy Name.” (I Kings 8:41–43)
Solomon’s Temple would be destroyed, but even at the time of deepest
sorrow, as Jerusalem lay desolate, with the Temple a smoldering ruin at her
heart, the prophet who most lamented the destruction would nevertheless
sing the refrain of promise and hope:
At that time Yerushalayim shall be called the throne of the Lord, and all
the nations shall gather to it—to the Presence of the Lord in
Yerushalayim—and they shall no more stubbornly follow their own evil
heart.” (Jeremiah 3:17)
Although Jeremiah was filled with grief as his eyes beheld the charred,
shattered stones that once formed the Dwelling Place of the Most High, yet
he could see beyond to that future day when the glory of God’s Presence
would fill Yerushalayim, and its golden radiance would shine forth to the
outermost parts of the earth.

A Metropolitan Mosaic
Today, Jerusalem is the rebuilt capital of a restored Israel. Modern Jerusalem
can be compared to a multi-faceted jewel—each facet reflecting the amazing
variety of different communities that comprise her population. There are the
Jewish groups such as the Askenazi, Sephardi, Bukharan, Ultra Orthodox,
Modern Orthodox, Traditional, secular, and immigrants from countries
worldwide. We also find the Muslim, Bedouin, Christian and Armenian
groups; and, the rich, middle class and the poor of each of these!
Teddy Kollek, world-renowned former mayor of Jerusalem for twenty-seven
years, wrote the following in his greetings at the start of the beautifully
presented book, “To Live in Jerusalem”:

“The threads that bind Jerusalemites to their city are firmly woven into
an urban tapestry unique to Jerusalem. Some homes, where one
family has lived for generations, embody a whole chapter in the history
of the city. [Jerusalem] is a tapestry of Jewish, Muslim, and Christian
houses; of seventh-generation residents, and of newcomers building
homes to replace those they left in Kiev, Adis Ababa, or Chicago.”
The myriad ethnic and religious groups inhabiting Jerusalem through the
centuries have built their own religious and secular buildings, which indeed
create a unique and enchanting mosaic.
To fully explore the many elements of this metropolitan mosaic would take a
lifetime. The texture of the neighborhoods is varied and fascinating, from the
dense, random weave of the clustered buildings of the Old City - which
create a picturesque maze of narrow, winding alleys - to the first
neighborhoods that sprang up outside the Old City walls in the late 1800s.
The New City’s well-planned “garden” neighborhoods of the British Mandate
period, such as Rehavia and Baka, continue expanding into the modern
neighborhoods of today with their Western-style, spacious high-rise
apartment blocks, and clusters of duplex townhouses (called “cottages”).
However one views the vital, energetic metropolis that Jerusalem has
become, the sanctity of Jerusalem is the component that is still the focus and
impetus of the dynamic mosaic. It is this aspect that has engendered the
claims and contentions over her. The very fact that she was chosen by the
Creator of the universe and designated as the “Holy of Holies” of the earth,
HaMakom—“the Place” He has chosen to set His Name forever (I Kings 9:3)
—ensures that she will always be the seat of the struggle for warring religious
spirits; each seeking to establish dominance in God’s place.
However, as the prophet Isaiah assures us:
In the last days, the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established as chief
among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will
stream to it. Many people will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us His
ways, so that we may walk in His paths.”(Isaiah 2:2, 3)
We are blessed to be seeing the start of the fulfillment of his words in our
time with people from all nations coming up to Jerusalem to visit, see and
learn and to be enriched by all His City and His Land have to offer.
When I go to Israel every stone and every tree is a reminder
of hard labor and glory, of prophets and psalmists,
of loyalty and holiness,
[We] go to Israel for renewal, for the experience of resurrection.
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