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Purim
A midrash that has perplexed many Torah scholars is connected with Megillat Esther (Book of
Esther) where we read, "These days of Purim will never cease among the Jews" (9:28). The
Midrash says, "All the other festivals are destined to fall away, but Purim shall always
remain" (Shochar Tov, Mishle 9). Rabbi Twerski asks, “How can this be? We know that nothing
in the Torah will ever be obsolete? How can the Midrash say that there will be no observance
of Passover, Shavuot or Sukkot? Various interpretations have been offered, but it still remains
enigmatic. However, one thing is clear: Purim is of extraordinary importance. Indeed, some
sefarim say that Yom Kippur, which the Torah refers to as Yom HaKippurim, means that it is a
day similar to Purim. The holiest day of the year, yet it is only "like" Purim.” 2
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Rabbi Dr. Abraham J. Twerski, The Superiority of Purim
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DIY - Do It Yourself - Purim is a project of our hearts. We long for you to know the joy of
G-d’s celebrations and the intimacy of meeting G-d our Father in them. Each Feast reminds
us of who G-d is and who we are in Him - His children ‘born again’ by His Spirit in Yeshua
ha’Mashiach, Messiah Jesus.
But, many have not grown up in a home that celebrates the Biblical Festivals and so we often
are asked, “Where does one start?” This is our answer…

DIY Purim is a ’How To’ guide to jumpstart you in actively participating in the rhythm and
flow of our Father’s Calendar. At HIS-ISRAEL we are about learning, doing, and sharing. To
explore more in-depth understanding of each Feast (and to find additional recipes and craft
ideas) please visit the drop down menu on HIS-ISRAEL.com titled Appointments with G-d.
As you learn the relevance and meaning of these appointed times and also move into the
celebrating of these Mo’adim, or ‘appointed times’, we hope you will look for opportunities
to share the enjoyment with others.

© HIS-ISRAEL
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Purim comes at a time when many are getting tired of winter - of its cold
and its canvas of white, gray, and brown. As a harbinger of spring Purim
pushes into the Festive Cycle with it’s warmth, humor, colors, and chutzpah
reminding us that even though G-d’s plans, and even His Presence, may at
times seem ‘hidden’ we can, nevertheless, constantly rejoice in the
knowledge that He always sees and watches over us. As His children, we
can rest in His present protection and joyfully anticipate the ultimate
victory when His Kingdom will be established and Mashiach ben David,
Messiah Son of David, will reign as the King of kings over all the earth.
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TA’ANIT ESTHER - The Fast of Esther
Go, assemble all the Jews who are found in Susa, and fast for me; do not eat or drink for three
days, night or day. I and my maidens also will fast in the same way. And thus I will go in to the
king, which is not according to the law; and if I perish, I perish.4
When facing danger from an outside enemy, people tend to stand together in a stronger
bond of unity. Thus, the enemy’s evil intent actually serves to strengthen the unity of the
targeted victims. In Persia, at the time of Esther and Mordechai, no matter from which tribe
they may have originated, the people of the G-d of Israel all faced the same fate at the hands
of a murderous foe. This caused them to rise up as one, to unite in fasting and prayer to G-d,
and to defend themselves victoriously against the enemy’s threat of annihilation. Ever since, as
it was written by Mordechai and Esther to do, the Jewish people, including all those who who
would join them in praise of the One true G-d (9:27), have celebrated these days together in
joy and gladness.
Today, the Fast of Esther - commemorating the three-day fast observed by Esther and all the
Jewish people - begins at dawn on the day before Purim and ends at dusk.
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Chassidic artist Michoel Muchnik
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MEGILLAH
Stories allow an event to live again and again, transcending the hegemony of time. A
story might have been told to me by my teacher or my grandmother, but it becomes
mine the moment I begin to tell it. When we tell the story… we enter the story, and the
story enters us. Stories are the medium that sets our memories and holds them fast.
They are more than what we own; they are a bit of who we are.6

The celebration of Purim centers on the reading of the book, or scroll (megillah) of Esther.
It’s important to know you don’t just ‘read’ the megillah, you enter the story by cheering for
Mordechai (Yaaay!), sighing whenever Esther’s name is mentioned (awh) and booing and
stamping your feet at the mention of the evil villain Haman (Boooo!). You can make graggers
(noisemakers) to help blot out the name of Haman.
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Elena Flerova, Purim
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Rabbi Nina Beth Cardin, The Tapestry of Jewish Time, pg. 5
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Three Berachot (Blessings) Before Reading The Megillah
1. Megillah Blessing:
ברוך אתה יהוה אלהינו מלך העולם אשר קדשנו במצותיו וצונו על מקרא מגלה
Blessed are You, LORD, our G-d, King of the universe, Who has sanctified us with His
commandments and has commanded us regarding the reading of the Megillah.

2. She’asah Nissim Blessing:
ברוך אתה יהוה אלהינו מלך העולם שעשה נסים לאבותינו בימים ההם בזמן הזה
Blessed are You, LORD, our G-d, King of the universe, Who has wrought miracles for our
forefathers, in those days at this season.

3. Shehecheyanu Blessing
ברוך אתה יהוה אלהינו מלך העולם שהחינו וקימנו והגיענו לזמן הזה
Blessed are You, LORD, our G-d, King of the universe, Who has kept us alive, sustained us and
brought us to this season.
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From Megillot in the Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion Library Collection
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Hester Panim - Hidden Face of G-d
Game of Hide and Seek
Seek the LORD and His strength; Seek His face continually.9

The book of Esther is the only book of the Bible that does not explicitly mention G-d yet we
see Him continually behind and within this human drama. From this detail came a midrashic
play on the words Esther and hester (hiddenness) - both from the same root - and the play
on the phrase hester panim - meaning 'hidden face.’ And from this play on words came a fun
Purim Party game - Hide and Seek.
Hide and Seek - during the reading of the book of Esther listeners list all the sightings of G-d
in the absence of His Name. Also, to add to the fun and games, people dress up and wear
masks to ‘hide’ their identities.
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PURIMSHPIEL - Purim Play
“Everything is foreseen, yet free will is granted.”10 Nevertheless, every event on the
"stage of life" occurs exactly according to the script written by the “Director."
He who created the characters, watches over them, assigns the roles, and controls
everything.11

Many incorporate the reading of the Megillah in the form of a Purimshpiel, or Purim play. This
play may be as simple or elaborate as one desires. For example, a condensed script can be
read, with the audience booing and cheering in the appropriate places. The story can be read
from a children’s Bible and the parts can be acted out with hand puppets or mimed by the
children dressed in costumes fitting the characters, which can be a simple mask.
If you would like to make use of it, a condensed version of the story is included on page 40
for your convenience and enjoyment.

10

Avot 3:6, shared by Gadi Pollack in Purimshpiel
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Gadi Pollack, Purimshpiel
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DIY PURIM FUN
“Unless you become like a little child… you’ll never appreciate the most wonderful, magical
things in life. You’ll never allow your imagination to run riot, giving you a glimpse into the
glories of the Kingdom of G-d” (Matthew 18:3) 13

Essentially, a party presents the opportunity to relax and to play. The importance of play is
recognized in the development of the health and well-being of the offspring of people and
animals alike. Play is the most natural thing for a child, as well as, for example, a puppy and a
bear cub. Adults seem to lose this natural playfulness and can become somber and cheerless
or, without G-d, turn to their own superficial and often destructive forms of “play”. In
describing play, author Samuel Wells writes, “The beauty of play is that it is not ‘purposeful,
productive, efficient, economical, measured, effective or strategic’ – all the useful, grown-up
things we have to be in the workplace every day. Instead it’s ‘exuberant, passionate, joyful,
reckless, wholehearted and unselfconscious’ – all the childlike things we really need to be
from time to time.”14 He adds, “Play is a corrective to any solemn Gospel that seeks to make
disciples more earnest than G-d.”
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Michele Guinness, The Heavenly Party, pg. 67

14

Samuel Wells, G-D’s Companions: Re-imagining Christian Ethics, Blackwell Publishing, 2006; 93
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Ra’ashan - Graggers
When the LORD your G-d gives you rest from all the enemies around you in the land he is
giving you to possess as an inheritance, you shall blot out the name of Amalek from under
heaven. Do not forget!16

Purim is not just a holiday for children - it is a serious time for fun. So grab (or make) a gragger
and get ready to boo and stamp your feet to blot out the name of Haman. You are not simply
making a noise, you are obeying a commandment of G-d. Who knows, it may even help in the
spiritual warfare against the arch-enemy of G-d and His people, Amalek!
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Unique gragger handcarved by Andras Borocz from the Jewish Museum, Brooklyn New York
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Deuteronomy 25:19
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Water Bottle Gragger17
What You Will Need:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Empty Plastic Bottles
Spray Paint
Glitter Glue, Pom Poms…
Ribbon
1/2 “ Wooden Dowel
Duck Tape
Pinto or Other Dried Beans

Steps:
• Clean and dry bottles thoroughly.
• Drop dry pinto beans (or other dry bean) into the bottle (shake bottle to test for
perfect amount and continue adding until desired sound is achieved).
• Insert and secure dowel in bottle by tapping a small nail through the bottom of the bottle
and into the dowel end.
• For extra security wrap the mouth of the bottle and wooden dowel with duct tape.
• Spray paint the bottle.
• Decorate with ribbons, glitter glue, pom poms or any other embellishments of your
choosing.
17

Water Bottle Gragger was adapted from Rita Milo Brownstein’s book Jewish Holiday Style - A
Beautiful Guide To Celebrating The Jewish Ritual In Style
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Tea Tin Gragger
What you will need:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Empty Tea Tin or Plastic Peanut Butter Jar
Decorative Paper or Material
Ribbons, buttons, glitter… embellishments
Tape or Glue
Scissors
Pinto or Other Dried Beans

Steps:
•
•
•
•

Remove the lid and drop dried beans into your container.
Reaffix the lid.
Wrap your tin in either decorative paper or material.
Decorate as desired.
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Paper Plate Gragger

What you will need:
•
•
•
•

2 Paper Plates
Ribbon or Yarn
Hole Punch
Stickers, Crayons, Felt Pens, Glitter…

Steps:
• Holding the two paper plates - right sides facing in - punch holes around the plates.
• String ribbon through the holds - pulling tight.
• When the two ends of the strings meet each other take a moment to drop some dried
beans into the center.
• Tie the two ends tightly into a knot, leaving some ribbon hanging.
• Decorate with stickers, glitter, crayons…
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Other ideas for Graggers:

Look for things around your house:
- a toy whistle
- two sticks that can be hit together
- a maraca
- a toy drum
- a child’s toy that makes an loud noise
- a baby rattle
- an empty coffee can turned upside down and a spoon
- a pair of heavy shoes to help you stamp your feet

*Important note: With all recommended crafts, please remember that small objects can cause
choking; be careful when working with small children.
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Masechot - Masks
What you will need:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Printable Mask Patterns
Cardstock - Glittered or Patterned - or Craft Foam
Sticks, Ribbon, or Elastic Thread
Big Eyed Needle for Elastic Thread or Smaller Needle to Attach Ribbon
Glue
Scissors
Embellishments - Feathers, Pom-Poms, Stickers, Bling, Felt Pens…
Dowel

Steps:
•
•
•
•

Using the mask patterns - cut your mask out of cardstock or craft foam.
Carefully cut out the eye holes.
Go wild with glitter, bling, feathers, pom-poms…
Attach the elastic thread or ribbon to each end of the mask or using tape - tape to a dowel
using the mask as opera glasses.

* A word of caution - please do not let children run with any of the crafts using dowels.
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Esther’s Paper Cup Crown
What you will need:
•
•
•
•
•

Paper / Plastic Cup
Scissors
Glue
Ribbon or Plastic Hairband
Embellishments - Ribbons, Bling, Flowers, Stickers, Fabric, Pom-Poms…

Steps:
• Cut desired pattern around the rim of the cup.
• Carefully - with your scissors cut two holds just above the base of the cup (large enough for
your ribbon or hairband to move through).
• Insert ribbon or hairband through the holes.
• Decorate as desired.
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King Achashverosh (Ahasuerus) Crown

In Hebrew the King’s name can be read as chash be’rosh, which means straw in the head!

What you will need:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Printable Crown Pattern
Cardstock - Glittered or Patterned - or Craft Foam
Thread or Ribbon
Needle
Glue
Scissors
Embellishments - Feathers, Pom-Poms, Stickers, Bling, Felt Pens…

Steps:
• Using the crown pattern, cut your crown out of cardstock or craft foam.
• Attach thread or ribbon to the crown. If using thread simply use a needle and punch
through the cardstock or craft foam and tie a not to keep in place. If using ribbon cut a small
hole and do the same.
• Decorate your crown as desired.
21
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Beard and Mustache

What you will need:
•
•
•
•

Printable Beard Pattern
Felt, Fake Fur, or Craft Foam
Dowel
Tape or Glue

Steps:
• Using the beard pattern, cut your beard out of felt, fake fur, or craft foam.
• Attach to a dowel with tape or glue.
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Purim Lollipops
Kids love these!
What you need:
•
•
•
•
•

Printable Mustache and Lip Pattern Below
Lollipops
Black (White or Gray) and Red (or Pink) Cardstock, Craft Foam, or Construction Paper
Black and Red Felt Pen
Scissors

Steps:
•
•
•
•

Print the mustache and lip pattern.
Using the pattern, cut out the mustache and lips.
If using cardstock you may need to touch up the edges with a felt pen.
Poke a small hole and insert the lollipop through the hole.

* A word of caution - the top of lollipops can become loose and pose a choking hazard.
Please make sure you are sharing these age appropriately.
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Purim Puppets

What you need:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Printable puppet pattern below.
Felt or Craft Foam
Wiggly Eyes
Material
Sequins, Ribbon, Beads, yarn… and any other Embellishments of your choosing.
Scissors
Glue (and String if sewing the two sides of the puppet together)
Felt Pen

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Print out the hand puppet pattern provided below.
Using the pattern pin to a piece of felt or foam craft and cut out two pieces.
Glue (or sew) the two pieces together leaving the bottom open.
Cut a round or oval piece for each face and clue to the puppet.
Attach eyes, brows, hair, a crown, a beard…
Draw a nose and mouth.
Embellish with sequins, rhinestones, jewels, trim…

*Note — Gluing can be a messy process. To avoid the front and back from sticking together
from excess glue insert a piece of cardboard into your puppet while working with it.
28
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MISHLO’ACH MANOT - Gift Baskets
MATANOT LE’EV’YONIM - Giving Money To The Needy
“Of course we didn’t have a calendar, and we could not know when each festival took
place. In the factory, there was a foreign calendar in which there were drawings of the
moon, when it was new or full and so on. So I made a calculation and I realized that
Purim was approaching. I tried to find a way to celebrate the festival in this Vale of
Tears.
In the yard, I found a small, but whole, potato. I peeled it, cut it into slices and baked it
on the small stove that we had used as a hot plate in the winter. Those slices were
mishlochei manot for my good friends.”19
Mishlo’ach manot and matanot le’ev’yonim are beautiful Purim traditions drawn from Esther
9:22:
They were to observe them as days of feasting and gladness, and as a time for sending gifts
to one another (mishlo’ach manot) and presents to the poor (matanot le’ev’yonim).
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Boris Dubrov, Mishloach Manot
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Bina Grunwalk, Lights in the Darkness, Maori Ohr, pg. 61-62
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Mishlo’ach manot is a great family activity to enjoy together, from decorating and filling the
baskets to delivering them to family and friends. Two varieties of food is usually the minimum
and they can include anything from cake, cookies, hamantaschen (Purim pastry), nuts, fruit,
candy, coffee, wine, tea, etc.
The following are some gift basket ideas:
• for a gardener, use a flower pot and include some seeds and a pair of gloves - include a bag
of tea and a couple of cookies to enjoy as a break after planting
• a homemade muffin (or a couple of hamantaschen) and a tea bag wrapped in a simple
napkin and tied with a ribbon
• a jar of homemade soup and a handful of crackers
• some biscotti and a bag of coffee
• apples and honey
• s’mores fixings
• bagels and cream cheese
• for a family make a movie basket - include a family movie, popcorn, and a bag of m&m’s
• for the dog lover - bring a basket of cookies both for the dog and the owner - include a pet
toy
• for the bibliomania give a book, box of tea, and a few hamataschen
• for a kid fun basket consider a noise maker (gragger, whistle…), a mask, candy, and a child’s
Purim book
Matanot le’ev’yonim, are donations beyond one’s general giving of tzedakah, or charity. One
can give, preferably anonymously, to local families who are struggling or through a church or
community fund. Also, a coin collection can be taken at the party in order that the children
can participate in giving.
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DIY Mishlo’ach Manot Gift Tags
Print the following tags on card stock and tie them onto your gift baskets. You can practice
your Hebrew by writing:

חג פורים שמח
Chag Purim Sameach - which means Happy Purim Holiday!
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PURIM SE’UDAH - Purim Special Meal
“Many Purim dishes involve a filling, alluding to the many intrigues, secrets, and
surprises unfolding in the Purim story. The similarity between the German word for
poppy seed (mohn) to the villain Haman led to this spice becoming an Ashkenazic
Purim food. A triangular shape, such as the hamantashen cookie, came to represent
variously Haman’s pockets, alluding to the bribes he took; to his ear, which was
purported to resemble a donkey’s, but reflect a medieval custom of cutting off a
condemned man’s ear before execution; or his tricornered hat, alluding to his
execution (although Persians never wore such headwear, a style that became popular
in Europe around 1690). Reflecting a legend that Esther ate only vegetable dishes
while living in the palace, chickpeas and fava beans have become traditional fare. 22

The Purim celebration consists of a special meal, or se’udah, which is not necessarily a sitdown, banquet style dinner but rather a finger-food, colorful paper plate style meal, with
loads of cookies and candy too! Music, fun, laughter – we celebrate the fact that we are alive
and G-d has preserved us to reach this season!
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Mayer Kirshenblatt, Purim Play: “The Krakow Wedding”
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Gil Marks, Olive Trees and Honey - A Treasury of Vegetarian Recipes from Jewish Communities
Around the World, pg. 35
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Hamantaschen Cookie24
Ingredients:
3/4 cup oil or butter
3/4 cup honey or brown sugar
4 eggs
4 cups whole wheat flour
4 teaspoons baking powder
Directions:
1. Cream the oil and sugar together. Add eggs; gradually add flour and baking powder.
2. Refrigerate for 24 hours or more.
3. Divide the cold dough into 4 sections. Knead on section at a time on a floured surface,
leaving the others in the refrigerator to keep cold.
4. Roll out with slightly floured rolling pin.
5. Cut round shapes and fill center with Prune Filling (Lekvar).
6. Fold over, forming 3 corners and pinch closed.
7. Bake on greased pan at 350° until lightly browned, 15 to 20 minutes. Makes about 60
small, or 30 large, Hamantaschen.

23

photo credit - Meaghan O’Malley, flickr.com
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Whole Foods For The Whole Family, pg. 262, recipe from Judy Savage who shared that this dough
recipe has been handed down from generation to generation in her family.
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Lekvar - Prune Filling / Butter25
Ingredients:
dried prunes
water
Directions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Put prunes in saucepan and add water to about 1” above the prunes.
Bring to a boil and simmer for 20 minutes.
Drain (reserving juice), cool and pit.
Blend in small batches with a little juice, or process until thick jam is formed.

Variations:
Consider adding a little orange zest.
Use dried apricots instead of prunes.
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Whole Foods For The Whole Family, pg. 18, recipe by Sharon Falaovics
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Not Your Bubbe’s Purim Scones27
Makes 12 large scones or 18 small scones
Ingredients:
3 cups flour
1 cup sugar
1 tbs baking powder
pinch of kosher salt
¾ cup earth balance or any other nondairy butter
2 tbs poppy seeds
1 large lemon, zested and juiced
½ cup coconut milk

Directions:
1. Preheat the oven to 375 degrees.
2. Mix together the flour, sugar, baking soda, salt, and lemon zest in a large bowl.
3. Add in the nondairy butter ¼ cup at a time. The mixture should become crumbly.

26

photo credit - Jackson Krule
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Miriam Krule, New York Jewish Guide, February 20, 2013
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4. Pour in the lemon juice and then the coconut milk ¼ cup at a time, mixing the dough as
you go along. It should hold together, but not get sticky. If it’s still too crumbly you can
add in a bit more coconut milk.
5. Mix in the poppy seeds.
6. Divide the dough into two or three balls, depending on how large you want your scones
to be. Press the balls till they’re about ½-1 inch thick discs and then place on a baking
sheet. Cut each disc into six separate triangles and separate a bit on the so they can
properly bake.
7. Bake for 20 minutes or until golden. You can eat the scones immediately, but they’re best
after being left out to cool for an hour. (If you really miss the jam, you can spread some on
your scones.)
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PURIM READS
To speak of time is to enter the language of stories. “Once upon a time…” “In the
beginning…” “When G-d began to create the heaven and the earth…” …Stories
endure across time and space, through war and oppression. Stories are what we
bequeath to our children. For eventually everything will be taken from us, even our
lives. But not our stories.29
Please visit HIS-ISRAEL online to find more recommended reads.
All Ages:
- Purimshpiel, Gadi Pollack
- Esther’s Story, Diane Wolkstein

Advanced Reads:
- The Queen You Thought You Knew - Unmasking Esther’s Hidden Story, Rabbi David
Fohrman
- Kleinman Edition, The Midrash With An Annotated, Interpretive Elucidation and
Additional Insights - Ruth / Esther, Milstein Edition of The Five Megillot
- The Trial of God, Ellie Wiesel
28
29

Megillat Esther, Hebraic Collections, Library of Congress
Rabbi Nina Beth Cardin, The Tapestry Of Jewish Time, pg. 4
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THE STORY OF ESTHER
The biblical book, or scroll (megillah) of Esther is set in ancient Persia, a great kingdom that
stretched from India to Ethiopia. It relates the story of the victory of the Jews, through our
heroes Mordechai [YAY!] and his niece and adopted daughter, Esther (or Hadassah, her
original Hebrew name), over the villain Haman [BOO!]. Haman [BOO AGAIN! – Just a
reminder, from now on you’re on your own!], a descendent of Amalek, is grand vizier in the
court of King Achashverosh, also spelled Ahasuerus. (In Hebrew his name can be read as
chash be’rosh, which means straw in the head, which says it all!).
The story of Queen Esther begins and ends with a party. The first party lasts one hundred and
eighty days. It is celebrated throughout the kingdom to commemorate the king’s third year of
reign, and Achasverosh shows off “…the riches of his royal glory and the splendor and pomp
of his majesty” (1:4). Immediately this is over, he hosts another party in his capital of Susa. It is
a lavish affair “…for both great and small, a banquet lasting for seven days, in the court of the
garden of the king’s palace” (1:5). There is great fun and merriment until the queen, Vashti,
refuses her husband’s order to dance before the drunken revelers and she is banished for her
disobedience.
Then, a program is launched to find the most beautiful maiden in the land who will be
crowned the new queen. In what resembles an extravagant and extended beauty contest, our
heroine Hadassah-Esther is chosen. Her only relative and protector, the wise Mordechai [Yay!],
advises her to continue to conceal her Jewish identity. There is an Amalek in the court! Haman
[Boo! That’s the last reminder!], second only to the King, who proudly commands that all bow
down in his presence. Mordechai refuses to do so, for Jews prostrate themselves only before
G-d. In his fury, Haman convinces the King to sign a decree calling for a massacre of all the
Jews in his kingdom. Mordechai and Esther must do something to counteract the decree and
save their people! He points out to her that G-d has placed her in the palace “for a time such
as this” (4:14). What can our brave queen do? Knowing her husband’s predilection, she plans
a party! To present him with the invitation, however, she must enter his presence uninvited,
which can mean death.
Esther sends word and calls for all the Jews to fast with her and her maidens for three days,
interceding before G-d for success in the venture. On the day, she prepares herself and she
40

approaches him with the thought, “I will go to the king, though it is against the law; and if I
perish, I perish” (4:16). Achashverosh however, is delighted to see his beautiful queen, and
happily accepts her invitation to a banquet to be held that evening for himself and…Haman.
A wonderful banquet is prepared and she wines and dines them. When the king asks her to
state any request she might have, up to half his kingdom, Esther simply replies, “ Let the king
and Haman come tomorrow to the dinner which I will prepare for them, and tomorrow I will
do as the king has said” (5:8).

30

Haman rushes home to boast to his family and friends about his high position and favor with
the royal couple, but complains that his irritation at Mordechai, whom he saw sitting outside
the palace gate in sackcloth and ashes, overshadows it all. His wife and friends suggest he
build a huge gallows that very night and arrange to have Mordechai hanged; then he would
be free to enjoy the second royal banquet.
The plot now thickens! The king also is unable to sleep and calls for the chronicles, the book
of memorable deeds, to be read before him. An account is read of how, in the past,
Mordechai had successfully uncovered an assassination plot against the king by two of his
guards. When asked what had been done to reward and honor Mordechai, the reader
responds that nothing had been done. It seems a certain Haman had taken all the credit for
himself! It just so happens that at that point Haman arrives to try and persuade the king to
have Mordechai hanged the next day. The king asks him, “What shall be done to the man
whom the king delights to honor?” And Haman said to himself, “Whom would the king
delight to honor more than me?” and Haman said to the king, “For the man whom the king
delights to honor, let royal robes be brought, which the king has worn, and the horse which
the king has ridden, and on whose head a royal crown is set; and let the robes and the horse
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be handed over to one of the king’s most noble princes; let him array the man whom the king
delights to honor, and let him conduct the man on horseback through the open square of the
city, proclaiming before him: “Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to
honor.” Then the king said to Haman, “Make haste, take the robes and the horse, as you have
said, and do so to Mordecai the Jew who sits at the king’s gate. Leave out nothing that you
have mentioned” (6:6-10).
And thus, the next morning we see the abject Haman leading a resplendently robed and
crowned Mordechai on a king’s horse through the city, calling out, “Thus shall it be done to
the man whom the king delights to honor.”

!
But, wait, that is not the end of the story for the decree to massacre the Jews still stands! Fast
forward to the evening banquet… Queen Esther, the king and a heavy-hearted Haman are
drinking wine when the king again asks for her request. This time she replies: “If I have found
favor in your sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my life be given me at my petition, and
my people at my request. For we are sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and
to be annihilated.” The king is shocked and asks who would do such a thing. The now terrified
perpetrator is right there, and Esther indicates, “A foe and enemy! This wicked Haman!” The
tables are turned and, by the king’s order, Haman is hanged on his own gallows! The king
promotes Mordechai to Haman’s position of grand vizier and gives him his signet ring.
The decree cannot be annulled, but Mordechai now has the authority, with the approval of the
king, to issue a second decree enabling the Jews of every city and village to prepare and arm
themselves. On the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, of Adar, they were permitted to fight
back against any armed force that had been instructed to attack them. Which they did with
great success, for many had heard the account of Haman and were in awe of the Jews.
Indeed, the Jews had light and gladness and joy and honor (8:16).
In Susa, the capital, two days of battle were needed and many antagonists were overcome,
including the ten sons of Haman who were hanged on the same gallows as their father.
The sons’ names are: (See if you can read them in one breath!)
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Par-shan-da’tha and Dalphon
and Aspa’tha and Pora’tha
and Ada’lia and Arida’tha
and Parmash’ta and Ar’isai
and Ar’idai and Vaiza’tha (9:7-9).

And Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the
provinces of King Achashverosh, both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the
fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same, year by year, as the
days on which the Jews got relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned
for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make
them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending choice portions (mishloach manot) to
one another and gifts to the poor (matanot la’ev’yonim) (9:20-22).
The Jews ordained and took it upon themselves and their descendants and all who joined
them, that without fail they would keep these two days according to what was written and at
the time appointed every year, that these days should be remembered and kept throughout
every generation, in every family, province, and city, and that these days of Purim should
never fall into disuse among the Jews, nor should the commemoration of these days cease
among their descendants (9:27-28). The command of Queen Esther fixed these practices of
Purim, and it was recorded in writing (9:32).
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We can trust that the Persian kingdom enjoyed great unity and blessing under the governance
of Mordechai, who now was next in rank to the king, for we are told that “he sought the
welfare of his people and spoke peace to all his people” (10:3).
When things are in order and beautiful, we rejoice as we see the Kingdom of G-d being
established in the earth. And when things seem confused and hopeless, G-d finds a way to
tell us:
“I am with you, as I have been all along. I will always be here for you. Choose in faith
to see Me in all circumstances, and let your heart be filled with joy and peace.”
Interestingly, the name of G-d is not directly mentioned in the book of Esther. We are,
however, strongly aware of His Presence “behind the scenes” as it were. This is the miracle
and the message of Purim. It is found hidden in the midst of the confusion and noise in the
world. It is the “hidden” face of G-d, the radiant light of His constant Presence that is with us
in Messiah Yeshua no matter how dark the circumstances. We can celebrate, at Purim and
every day, the reality that He is our hope, our protection and shield, our Redeemer through it
all. Now and forever. Amen.
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